
june 22, 2001

Ref.: Ilocket 3 TO1 - 0028
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3TION TO FILE
I A~+-< ?Xk'l bit Illinois Commerce  Commission

RAIL sAFETYSECTICN

To: Nick Korte
1llintii.s Commerce Commission

From: Russell Metzyer and Verna Lehn Roberts

Subject: Proposed R.R. Crossing Closure
at [milepost # 93.23 D.O.T. # 069153G

Motion:
We come upon trlis action to request the enclosed petition

and letters be adaitted into the record of the May Jl, 2001 hearing,
Docket # TOL-0023, to be entered as Late fjled Exhibits.

Sincerely,



kar Ihnk,

I have owned and opcratcd tlotrkdalc Elevator inc. , a gain elevator, & %rtiIizer and Ag
chemical business, for the lasr 2.1 years in rhe Village of Hookdale. For the paa IO yc.us I shave
attempted to have lights installed at tt~ railroad  crossing in Hookdale jaat aast ofthe ckvator
otfrcc. ‘The railt-e~d is the Rurlingtott Northern Santa 1%. ?L> accidents have occurred at thir;
crossing ot any of the four crossings within a one mile distance from Hookdale, hut then have
&en S:ONIC &SC calls ar the crossing in Hookdale.  The Railroad and ICC are proposing the
clorin~ of two of these four cmssin~~ in EPICS close prwxhity 01‘ Hookdale.  One is at m&post
38s~ U.O.T. #0693 l8T end one al milepost 98.23 D.0.T. till691 58G. The general consensus of
the community  accepts the closing of crossing #98.59. but ltte dOSing 9f CtOSSing itQ8.23 just
nonh ofl-loakdale is unanimously opposed.

In order to ClOS,3 #9$.21 a new road would riced to bc constructed and amintainrxl through the
farmland owned hy Vema Roberts of Greenville II. She strongly opposes cutting a road thcouyh
her farm. The propusad  new read, which has been called the High Street extension to 6* Avenue,
would divert all traffic  fmuunl uorth of Hookdalc, through rhc middle of town, aax! past the grain
elrvaror.  which w&d craate a safety problem at the elevator with the added traffic  of vehicles
and fam machinery adding to the eon@&on and ss&ty afthc traflii in town.

t know the seasonal traffic  patterns in and around Hookdale  aurl when th: famrrrs are planting
and harvesting I have the m9st  tmtfic rt the elevator. if crossing g98.23 wete closed, the traffic
congestion would increasa and sefecy would be jcoperdiied.

At the pul$ic hearing on May 3 t . 2001, the Railroz~I  test&d that the cost ofbuildig the new
road. the high street extension 10 f? avc, would be approximately F107,000.00  pius
appreximately  $20.000.00  to acquire the land Tom Verna Roberts. The Railroad and lrX<‘ also
testified that the coat ofputtin~ lights and gates at crossing  #98.13  wuuki be approxirmacly
$148.000.00. So for abmt $Z7,000.00 more. the crossing could be left open and eve&me in the
community  would be happy.

A pcritkm W&F circuhted, ofwhich a copy is enclosed, showing 267,  signatures. inc;luding
every Registered Voter of Bond County withal a two mile  radius of the crossing $ question. ~11
thCSc pC0plC are 0ppOscd to the closing of crossing #98.23.

My underslanding  is that the lights alone installed at this crossing  wet& Mst less t&n
SSO,f)oO.oO. IIt& would be adequate.

ln f’cbrurny, 2000, I sold ttockdak  Eicvator lnc to South Ccnrrsl FS of 1800  Hill&~ro RC~,
Van&&, Illinois, 62471. 1 haye been hired to continue to t-se the hu&ass boated in
l.t9rjkdalc  and am ‘cry cormemed fur the safety of my neighbrs and fi%cuds  who are now
customers of South Gmtraf FS.

&/nd/iv
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1, Verna Roberts, am 92 years old and have been a lifelong resident of
Hookdale until a few years ago when I moved to Greenville. My
Grandfather, I ,ouis Lehn, donated the land for the town of Hookdale  in
1883. The Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad wants to build a road
through my farm in order to close a railroad crossing at milepost 98.23 just
north of Hookdale.

1 don’t want my farm cut up by an unnecessary road. I strongly object to
the closing ofthe crossing 5598.23 just north of Hookdale. This action would
lessen the value of my f&m and I know the issue of safety at the crossing has
been advocated. Every vehicle wishing to cross at milepost #98.23 would be
detoured through my f??, through the middle of Hookdale. Therefore there
will be no more or no less traffic crossing the tracks if this crossing is
closed. This means safety is not the issue, but there would be more traffic in
town, creating a traffic safety problem at the elevator instead ofat the
crossing at #98.23.

Please do not close the crossing at milepost #98.23 on 6* avenue. Thank
you for your time.

Sincerely,



I
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We as registered voters of Bond County are petitioning The
C o u n t y  H i g h w a y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Bond CO,lllinois  to reject The
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railkky Company suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound Township, this being a designated public roadway.

N A M E ADDRESS



we iis recjistered  voters of Bond County are Qetjtloning The
County H~rjhway Departmant of Band CO.I1linois to ssjcot The
Burl.ington Northern bind Sante Fe Railway Company suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in Pleasant
MOUnd TownshLp, this beinq a designatzil public roadway.



county H&gilVay Department of Bond CO.Xllinais  to reject *be
We a? E-agiutrered VOteIS of Bond County are petitioning The

BurI.tngton Northern and Sante Fe Railway Company suggested
clos&ng of 6th Avenue crossing at miis post 98.23 in pleasant
Mound Township, this be*ng a designated public roadvay.

ADDRESS
- - -  - -
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We as registered voters of Bond County are petitioning T&
County Highway Department of Bond Co.Illinois to reject The
Durlinjton Northern and Sante Pe Railway Company suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound Township, thiE being a designaL. public roadway.





We as ,reecglstered voters of Bond County are petitioning The
County Hiqilway Department of Bond Co.lllinois to reject The
Fsurlinqton  northern and sari+++ I% railway Company su9qested
closing c:,f 6th Avenut? crossing at mile post 98.23 in Pleasant
MOUnd Township, this being a designated public roadway,

NAME ADDRESS



we as registered voters of Bond County are pe>itionin;hEhe
County Hiqhway Department of Bond CO.Illinois to reject
Burlington Nokthegn and Sante Fe Railway Company suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound Township, this being a designated public roadway.



We as ,cegistered  voters of Bond County are petitioning The
County Highway Department of Bond Co.Illi.nois to reject The
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Company suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound Township, t&is being a designated public roadway.

NAME ADDRESS



We as registered voters of Bond County are petitioning The
County Highway Department of Bond CO-Illinois to reject The
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Company suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in PleaSant
Mound Township, this being a designated public roadway.

NAME ADDRESS



we as registered voters of Bond County are petitionin;h;he
County Highway Department of Bond Co-Illinois to reject
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Company suggested
closinq of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound Township, this being a designated public roadway.

NAME ADDRESS



We 4ij rmlistered voters of Bond County dre petitioning Tha
CourrLy Highway Departmunt of Bond CO.Illinoia to cuject The
Bux~litlYtcm Northern and Sante Fe Railway Company suggested
closiraq  of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in Pleasant
MWlIld Township . this bcinc~ a deszignatctd  publio z~oadway,

/\ NAME


